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prose. The Restoration comedies represent English wit at its
best, and are disliked only by those who prefer the adolescent
fun 'of deceptive appearances to the adult amusement of
realities disclosed.

Much of this revival of learning, this progress in the art of
living, was due to the wisdom of Charles II's conduct of foreign
affairs, England's foreign policy from Cromwell's time until
1688 went through many phases, but whereas the English
people under Cromwell had borne the burden of his war with
the Dutch and of his attack in alliance with France on the
Spanish provinces in the Low Countries, and got only Dunkirk
in return, Charles II was able to maintain peace for some years,
to compromise his war with the Dutch and come out with
New York and New Jersey and Delaware as prizes of war.
When the war was renewed in 1670, he was able to get immense
subsidies from France in return for very little practical assis-
tance. CromwelPs foreign policy was, in fact, purely traditional,
based on the fear of Catholic Spain, and the dream of becoming
once more an effective military power on the Continent.
Glory, not gain, was his objective. The economic and political
consequences were both bad. England gained great prestige
but exhausted her own strength and built up that of France.
Charles II, by contrast, incurred great odium by his alliance
with France in 1670 and his renewal of the war with the Dutch,
but he saw further than his critics. The alternative to his
policy was not an Anglo-Dutch alliance against France but a
Franco-Dutch alliance against England. The combination of
England and Holland against the French, which ultimately
challenged and, under Marlborough, mastered the armies of
France in the Low Countries at the beginning of the next
century, was not practical politics in 1670. The Dutch still
regarded themselves as our effective challengers for the com-
mand of the seas and the colonial supremacy. They had no
wish for an English alliance, for England was too exhausted
financially and too politically unstable to be an effective force
in a continental warfare, anc[ what we had overseas we intended
to hold,Awhile the Dutch wished to take it away from us.

Public opinion forced Charles II into peace with the Dutch
in 1674, but;lie continued to receive subsidies from France to